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EXPLORING SPACE WITH A CAMERA

Nearly one full hemisphere of the Earth is revealed in this picture, showing South America, much of North America, and parts of Africa, Europe, and Greenland. It was taken on
November 18, 1967, by ATS 111, which was stationed over the Equator at approximately 47° W. "This picture," explains LEONARD JAFFE, Director, Space Applications Programs,
NASA, "is actually made up of 2400 horizontal lines, with each line encompassing a swath of Earth approximately 2 nautical miles wide and extending from horizon to horizon. Using
very careful scrutinizing techniques, features as small as 2 nautical miles on a side can be seen. As evidenced here, color makes it easier to distinguish between clouds, dry land, green
vegetation, and bodies of water. A particular example is the clarity with which Lake Titicaca (a tiny dark spot) can be observed at the bend in the west coast of South America."
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